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Karl Lilhelm Semper, safety expert with the cast German Reichsbahn Genersle
direktion, has replaced (fnu) Herrmann as chief of operations,

(Fnu} Graefe, head of the passenger traffic section in the Leichsbahn
Generaldir- ion, has been called up, effective 1 January 1953, as a trans-
portation - pert in the ! istry of the Interlor, with the rank of Volkspollzcl
lieutenar  :olonel.,

(Fnu) Hetz, business manage~ of the ."veneraldiru}ction, is temp - .rily in HBD
Mapdeburg supervising rail .ovement ., (Fnu) Lehmann, deputy dir ctor of the
Gereraldirektion, is in IBD .10 > - the same reason. There had been a
daily backlog of some 35 to KO traiu. in both districts for about twenty
days at the end of Decerber and beginning of January.

Prof. Dr. Hans lieingruber, Finister of Transportation, is elegilile for retirement
because of sge this surmer he is presumsbly roing to be repnlaced bv Stste
Secretary Ernst “.ollweber

\ . 25X1

The second track along the section Guben to Falkenburp is almost finj_ghgdq :
Service has already bepgun between Falkenberp and Calau, The section

from Calau to Guben will probably be ready for use by 20 January, ¢ by 31
January 1353 at the latest. 25X1

The laying of & second track fron Jueterbog to Grossbeeren is considered
important and has been designated as a vital construction project; work is
continuing at a fast pace. -

The newlymconstructed rail line from Kirow to Birkenwerder is double~tracked,
but is not yet electrified. Only the junctions at Karow and Birkenwerder are
sinpgle-tracked.

There is a maintenance crew permanently assigned to weldiag damaged rails
along the doubleatrack section of the Outer Ring around Berlin between
Michendorf and iLichgestell,
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On 5, 6 end 7 January 1953, the passenger trains in the DDR were running
between 40 and 277 minutes late. The average delay was about 70 teo 85
minuwtes. The reason was the large number of zones in which the speed limit

‘was 10 kilometers per hour instead of the normal 60; some of these stretches

are four kilometers in length. .

A time-table discussion is scheduled from 12 to 24 January 1953 in Schwarzen-
burg. One of the possible aiterations under consideration is the scheduling
of slower train service in the summer begsuse of the generally poor condition
of the right-of-ways. Discuesion on curtailing servicee provided by the
Berlin S-Bahn system is also planned.

During the month of November 1952, there wers no westbound trains over the
DDR border at Kuestzin. During the same month, 2,181 cars left East Germany
ab Kuestrin; this was an increase of 1,236 cars over the previous month.

At the border crossing point in Forst during November, 8,171 cers of hard
coal, 421 cars of iron ore, 4 of fish and 5 of wheel sets were received;-
4,677 empty gondola cers and .55 full tank cars were dispatched from East
Germany at Forst during November,

At the Guben border crossing point during November, 92 cars of prefabricated
houses, 14 of briquettes, 187 of wheel aets, 550 empty box cars and 3,176
miscellansous empty cars pasied out of iast Germany.

From 1 to 7 November 1952 thr border cressing point at Frankfurt/Oder was

" elosed and reil traffic for the Soviet Union was shunted via Kuestrin,
‘Becauss of tridge eomstruetism work.! From 6 to 16 December 1952 the |

border crossing point at Kutstrin was also closed for bridge construction work.

Reil traffic from Gerdauen 0 East Cermany vias Kuestrin usually consists of
enply cars. Rail traffic fiom Kuestiin to Gerdauen, however, often consists
of military transports, usually troop trains.
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